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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Gutzon  Borglum 

Detroit,  Michigan 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


?i.  Zacfi.  OS-5.  d30OZ 


New  Lincoln  Head  by 
Borglum  Is  Exhibited 

TheVe  will  be  exhibited  to-day  and  for 
some  time  afterward  in  the  windows  of 
the  United  States  Rubber  Company,  1790 
Broadway,  a  remarkable  head  of  Lincoln 
in  Grecian  marble,  by  Gutzon  Borglum. 
A  number  of  years  ago  Borglum  made 
a  head  of  similar  character  which  is  now 
I  in  the  rotunda  of  the  capitol  at  Wash- 
ington. The  new  head.  Just  completed, 
is  believed  by  Borglum  to  be  far  supe- 
rior to  that  in  the  capitoL  The  piece 
was  cut  from  a  block  weighing  six  tons, 
and  the  finished  product  weighs  four  and 
a  half  tons.  It  portrays  the  head  In 
heroic  size.  The  features  are  those  of 
Lincoln  at  the  time  of  his  first  nomina- 
tion in  1860. 

The,  piece  was  executed  by  Mr.  Borg- 
lum for  Col.  Samuel  P.  Colt,  chairman 
of  tile  United  States  Rubber  Company, 
;who  -will  probably  hay,e  it  pf'Sjeved  tof 
p*  ode  Island,  where  '  ><i  re(C  «es, wheVi'> 
^Mrchibition  closes. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/statuxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxblinc 


A  MARBLE  BUST  OF  LINCOLN 

Sculptured  by  Gutzon  Borglum  for  Colonel  Samuel  P.  Colt 

(See  page  17) 


A    LINCOLN    MASTERPIECE    IN    MARBLE 

The  frontispiece  of  this  year's  program  is  from  a  marble  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  portraying  him  at 
the  time  of  his  first  nomination  for  the  Presidency  in  1860.  It  was  the  work  of  Gutzon  Borglum  for 
Colonel  Samuel  P.  Colt  and  is  exhibited  in  the  banking  rooms  of  the  Industrial  Trust  Company.  Colonel 
Colt's  permission  to  photograph  the  bust  was  obtained  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  H.  Martin  Brown 
President  of  aie  Industrial  Trust  Company.  An  inspection  of  this  representation  will  help  teachers  and 
pupils  to  f.'rm  a  true  conception  of  the  personal  appearance  and  character  of  Lincoln. 

The  flag  with  which  the  bust  is  draped  waved  over  the  White  House  during  Lincoln's  administration. 
It  was  purchased  from  Kathlin  Marshall  Lawler,  daughter  of  Floss  M.  Lawler,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  who 
built  a  large  number  of  ships  for  the  federal  government  during  the  Civil  War.  After  the  war,  one  of 
the  steamers  which  he  built,  then  called  the  Hiram  Livingston,  plying  between  Baltimore  and  Washing- 
ton, was  chartered  for  an  outing  for  the  Treasury  Department  Club,  using  the  White  House  Colors  for 
the  occasion,  and  at  that  time  Tom  Stackpole,  an  aide  of  President  Lincoln,  presented  this  flag  to 
Mr.  Lawler. 
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MARBLE  BUST  PORTRAIT  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

BY  JOHN  GUTZON  BORGLUM 

GIFT  OF  MR.  RALPH  H.  BOOTH 
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The  Borglum  Lincoln 


A  massive  head  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  done  in  Carrara 
marble  by  Gutzon  Borglum,  the  sculptor,  and  purchased  from 
the  estate  of  the  late  Senator  Samuel  P.  Colt,  of  Rhode 
Island,  was  placed  in  the  main  lobby  of  the  Institute  of 
Arts  Tuesday. 

The  work,  an  original,  is  executed  in  a  naturalistic 
manner.   The  sculptor  working  from  photographs  and  the  death 
mask  of  the  martyred  President,  has  perpetuated  in  stone  a 
Lincoln,  meditative  and  composed. 

The  head  and  base  -  chiseled  from  one  piece  of  marble  • 
weigh  four  and  a  half  tons.   From  the  bottom  of  the  chin  to 
the  top  of  the  hair  measures  33  inches,  while  there  is  a  space 
of  31  inches  from  ear  to  ear. 

Officials  of  the  Institute  would  not  disclose  the 
purchase  price  of  the  head,  but  estimate  cost  about  12,000. 
The  Colt  estate  place  a  value  of  $10,000  on  it. 


Detroit  News  -  May  21,  1924 


LADIES'  HOME  J 


DETROIT'S    CENTER    OF   ART   AND    LEARNING.      THE    LIBRARY    (LEFT),  THE 
ART  INSTITUTE  (RIGHT),   AND   BORGLUM'S   LINCOLN  IN  THE  FOREGROUND 


DETROIT'S    CENTER    OF  ART   AND    LEARNING.      THE    LIRRARY    (LEFT),  THE 
ART  INSTITUTE  (RIGHT),  AND   BORGLUM'S    LINCOLN  IN  THE  FOREGROUND 


Q.  If  the  head  of  Lincoln  by  Gut- 
zon  Borglum,  in  the  Capitol  at  Wash- 
ington were  placed  on  a  figure  what 
would  the  proportions  be?    W.  S. 

A.  This  head  of  Lincoln  In  the 
rotunda  of  the  Capit.ii  Is  a  head  in 
scale  to  a  standing  figure  28  feet 
high. 
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Workmen  Get  Break  as  Big  Bust  Bursts  Breaker 


4-A      Sunday,    Feb.    12,    1956      DETROIT  FREE  PRESS 
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Lincoln  Bust  Gives 
Workers  Hard  Time 

Crew  Takes  2  Hours  to  Roll  It 
12  Yards  for  Art  Institute  Rites 


BY  HARRY  GOLDEN,  JR. 

Free  Fress  Staff  Writer 

The  workman  leaned  against  the  three-ton  marble  bust  of 
Lincoln  in  the  stalled  elevator. 

"It's  got  to  work,"  said  Paul  Miller,  26,  of  12950  Kercheval. 
"They  took  it  down  on  this  elevator." 
"Yeah,"    said    Clarence    Mein, 


43,  of  13971  Maple  Ridge,  "that 
was  30  years  ago.  The  elevator 
was  new." 

"If  we  can't  get  it  going, 
they'll  have  to  tell  the  Gover- 
nor to  come  down  in  the  base- 
ment and  look  at  it,"  said 
Semen  Tschornij,  31,  of  11320 
Chalmers,  Van  Dyke. 

So  it  went  Saturday  on  the 
eve  of  a  ceremony  for  erection 
of  the  heroic  Gutzon  Borglum 
Lincoln  head  on  the  grounds  of 
the   Detroit   Institute  of   Art. 


IT  TOOK  the  crew  two  hours 
to  roll  the  bust  12  yards  to  the 
elevator  from  a  basement  stor- 
age room. 

Donated  to  Detroit  by  Ralph 
Harman  Both  in  1924,  the  bust 
once  stood  in  the  museum's  main 
entrance  hall. 

A  generation  ago,  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  bust  was  not  in 
character  with  the  hall's  me- 


dieval setting.  It  was  stored  in 
the  basement. 

Americans  of  German  origin 
recently  started  a  fund  drive  to 
mount  the  bust  on  an  eight-foot 
black  marble  pedestal. 

While  the  monument  men 
worked,  a  crane  waited  at  the 
pedestal  site  at  Woodward  and 
Farnsworth. 

*     *     * 

PLANS  WERE  complete  for 
the  presentation  at  3  p.m.  Sun- 
day. 

Gov.  Williams  was  to  be  in- 
troduced. 

The  Detroit  Police  Department 
Band  and  a  male  chorus  of  Ger- 
man-American societies  were 
rehearsing. 

There      were      some      quick 
phone  calls. 

An  emergency  elevator 
serviceman  was  summoned  from 
his  home  in  Royal  Oak. 

Finally,  after  a  few  adjust- 
ments of  the  elevator  breaker, 
Detroit's  Lincoln  head  was  back 
in  the  light  of  day. 


Lincoln:  Alive 
Again  in  Detroit 


Monday,  Feb.  13, 1956  DETROIT  FR EBP8BSS 


Monday  Morning 
with  Old  Observer 


LINCOLN  RETURNS  FROM  EXILE 

Until  last  Sunday,  it  appeared  that  Dynamic  Detroit  had 
little  time  for  the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  man  to 
whom  the  whole  world*  pays  tribute,  and  for  whom  every  man 
aware  of  his  selflessness,  honesty,  and  unending  struggle  to 
strengthen  the  bonds  uniting  the  peoples  of  his  country  has 
idealized. 

Over  thirty  years  ago,  the  Detroit  Institute  of  Arts  ac- 
quired a  five-foot  bust  of  Lincoln,  a  fine  work  of  art  executed 
by  sculptor  Gutzon  Borglum,  and  donated  by  the  late  Ralph 
Harmon  Booth,  so  that  the  city  would  have  at  least  one  fine 
statue  prominently  displayed  in  tribute  to  the  Great  Emanci- 
pator. 

But  it  was  promptly  banished  to  the  basement,  where  it 
gathered  dust  through  the  years.  Your  Old  Observer,  a  great 
admirer  and  student  of  Lincoln  tried  editorially,  as  many 
others  tried,  to  have  it  brought  back  to  view,  to  no  avail. 

Now,  after  all  those  years  of  "exile",  the  statue  is  in  its 
rightful  place.  On  the  great  man's  147th  birthday,  he  was  dust- 
ed off  and  set  up  on  an  eight-foot  marble  pedestal,  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Institute. 

Surely  the  time  was  far  past  due  for  this  city  to  join  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  in  honoring  fittingly  and  proudly  the 
man  who  has  been  immortalized  in  the  annals  of  the  country 
to  which  he  dedicated  his  life. 
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IN  THE  UNITED  States 
only  two  years,  a  young  Detroit 
mother  took  her  daughter  to 
see  Abraham  Lincoln  on  his 
birthday  Sunday.  Mrs.  Herta 
Dratschmidt,  28,  of  1421  Dela- 
ware, brought  Dorothy,  6,  to 
the  presentation  of  the  pedestal 
for  the  "Head  of  Lincoln"  at 
the  Art  Institute.  Americans  of 
German  origin  paid  for  the  ped- 
estal,  which  gives  Detroiters 
their  first  chance  in  20  years 
to  see  the  sculpture.  It  had 
another  pedestal  previously, 
as  shown  below. 


/OS£ 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
by  John  Gutzon  Borglum 
American   (1867-19UD 
Ace.  #2U.6       Neg.  #10558 
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